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By Keith Clemmons

Two Record Trophies,
A Flood And A Disguised

Grizzly Spark This Episode!

FTYHE small red Super Cub settled to meet the on-

rushing patch of gravel our pilot jokingly called an
airstrip. The tires made contact long before touching
solid ground, as they slashed into tall grass and weeds
browned by early frosts. We ground to a bumpy halt
and I stepped out, glad to be free of the cramped
quarters of the Cub.

It was evident Jack Frost had been here before us,
leaving a trail of color that can only be found in the
Far North during the fall of the year. The aspen, wil-
low and birch were ablaze in cloaks of gold and yellow
sprinkled with flashes of red. The smaller bushes and
plants such as Alpine bearberry contributed their sharp
reds to the spectacle of the Alaskan tundra.

This was Ptarmigan Creek in the Alaska moun-
tain range, deep in the interior of Alaska and the site
of our next ten days of hunting. It was phase two of a
twenty-day hunt Ron Miller and I had planned months
ago. We were being transferred from our high moun-
tain camp, twelve air miles away, to an area where 1
hoped to arrow a trophy moose, caribou or grizzly.
Ron was looking for a grizzly and would use a rifle
during this part of the hunt.

We had been in the brush two weeks and had suc-
cessfully taken Dall sheep in the high country on the
slopes of Mount Hayes, a 14,000 foot peak of solid rock,
ice and snow. My ram was taken with a bow. Ron re-
sorted to a rifle after a number of unsuccessful but
magnificent and difficult attempts with his bow. He
was working against time, as he had to leave Alaska
shortly after our hunt.

Ptarmigan Creek always has been a productive area
for bowhunters and I was locking forward to the next
ten days. The current Pope and Young world record
caribou was taken from this camp by Bill Brown of
Seattle, Washington, Bob Lee, owner of Wing Archery
Company, took two beautiful caribou bulls which mea-
sured over four hundred points each. In the same year
two moose were taken that carried antlers measuring
sixty and seventy inches. Ptarmigan Creek is good game
country. It’s a migration crossing for caribou and a
rutting area for moose with some grizzlies thrown in.

The Cub returned with Ron and the balance of our
equipment. By the time the camp was secure, it was
nearly noon. Ron grabbed the water bucket but was

Author can still offer a weary smile as he poses with
his trophy moose taken in the midst of a hectic hunt.
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hack in minutes looking for my. ultra-light spinning
rod. He had spotted some Arctic gravling lingering in
the clear stream and would catech a few for our meal.

I mixed hotcake batter, made coffee, sliced bacon
and peeled potatoes. On my way to dump the peeclings
| located some blueberries. The coffee was starting to
perk when Ron returned with six eating-size grayling.
In a few minutes we were enjoving'a meal fit for a
king: canned fruit segments chilled in a mountain
stream, blueberry hotcakes, crispy fried grayling with
hacon strips, hash browned potatoes and scalding
coffee.

When I awoke from my apres lunch nap, it was
after four. Ron was gone, and it was quiet except for
a slight breeze whispering through the spruce. I gath-
ered my gear and a handful of rubber blunts, in case
I was attacked by an irate grouse or rabid rabbit, and
headed upstream toward the mountains.

I had been hunting for an hour or so and climbed
to the crest of a hill and sat down to look. A bheautiful
and serene sight unfolded before me — the rugged
Alaska range loftily pushing snow capped peaks into
the crisp arctic sky, while below on the slopes stood

silent belts of black spruce highlighted with a sprin-
kling of golden birch and aspen. In the valley, surround-
ing the gray glacier streams, stood groves of willows
dressed in fall garb. They glowed vellow, red and
orange. The late afternoon sun cast shafts of light
across this panorama as it dodged between the craggy
peaks, playing hide-and-seek. With only the rustle of
the wind across the tundra, T was alone in paradise.

Returning to camp, my reverie was interrupted by
a movement in the willows near the river. Trotting
toward me was a young caribou traveling as though he
had no place to go and plenty of time to get there.
I spotted a fallen spruce near the river and stepped off
the trail to wait. The windfall would give me cover
and a better shooting position. If the caribou continued
his present course he would pass within a few vards.
Just when he reached a decent bow range he shifted
his direction slightly and disappeared behind a high
dirt bank. I left the windfall, approached the edge of
the bank and discovered the animal directly below me
at about ten yards. When I drew back to shoot, I real-
ized that if I shot low, the arrow would hit the bank.
If T shot as little as six inches high, the arrow would
clear the caribou’s back. I couldn’t change position as
the caribou was too close and there was no cover left.

The bow twanged, I heard a loud erack and sparks
flew as the arrow ricocheted off the bank. The caribou
bolted, ran back along the bank for about thirty-five
vards and stopped. The second arrow caught him
squarely in the neck and he dropped like a ton of
bricks. In all my years of hunting I never have seen
an animal drop as quickly as this one. The caribou was
a two-year-old cow with small horns but very fat and,
as we learned later, excellent eating.

Morning broke clear and cold with a heavy frost
covering the bushes and ground. We set up the spot-
ting scope, scanned the hills for game, and in minutes
spotted three large moose, several caribou and two
grizzlies digging out a ground squirrel. The animals
were scattered over a large area but at least we knew
game was about and reasonably abundant.

A short distance from the end of the airstrip but
across a raging river was a mineral lick visited by
every animal passing through the area. We checked the
lick and found a fairly good caribou. The river is too
deep and fast to wade, but I discovered earlier when
animals are spooked off the lick they take definite
travel patterns. I intended to cash in on this knowl-
edge.

Ron, who agreed to spook the beast, waited fifteen
minutes and started yelling. My hiding spot wasn’t very
good and I had practically no cover, but it was too late.
The caribou must have thought a wild man was after
him and began crossing the river. He wus coming fast
and, if he didn’t change direction, would pass within
bow range of my lair.

Years of wearing camo clothing have taught me to
be careful. The animals can’t see you unless you move.
The caribou was close now. If he didn't veer, he would
run over me. When he was a few feet away, T raised to
shoot. His eyes bulged until T thought they would ex-
plode. He reared on his hind legs, in an effort to halt
his forward motion and threw rocks and dirt all over
me as he tried to get away. I was at full draw trying

Clemmons believes in the value of camouflage for this
tvpe of hunting, bur was nearly rin down by ¢ moose that
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to find a spot to hit, but all T could see was flying
feet, bulging eyes and a wild caribou desperately try-
ing to avoid contact with this strangé enemy. The situ-
ation struck me as being fantastically humorous and I
burst out laughing., When 1 released the arrow I might
as well have been shooting at the moon. He composed
himself in about fifty yards and stopped to look back,
but I was laughing too hard to try again. He stared
at me a few seconds, decided not to press his luck and
trotted off. I missed getting a fine trophy, but I chuck-
le every time I think of him and the frantic fear in his
eyes when I popped up in front of him.

We spent the remainder of the day and several days
to come looking for good heads but they weren’t to be
had.

One afternoon I was returning to camp. Rounding
one of the stream’s many crooks and turns, I spotted a
huge grizzly busily picking blueberries. My heart skip-
ped a beat when I put the glasses on him and saw
how hig he was.

I am familiar with the killing power of the arrow
but I know it often takes a few seconds to work. I am
also aware of the speed and strength of a full-grown

grizzly, The hear wasn’t in a good location for a bow-
hunter. He was in the middle of a huge clearing that
offered little cover for a stalk and no protection in
case he charged. I had no back up and suddenly lost
my desire for a grizzly rug.

Hunting dangerous animals with a bow is accept-
able provided you have proper protection and are cov-
ered in case a wounded animal gets aggressive.

One morning Ron was looking through the spotting
scope and advised that three bull moose were browsing
on a low ridge just above camp. I would circle the ridge
and come up from behind while Ron positioned him-
self in the clearing at the foot of the hills.

An hour later I topped the ridge to receive a blast
of wind and rain in my face. It wasn’t good bowhunt-
ing weather. However, I had come this far and decided
to go on. Another two hundred yards put me in posi-
tion where I should be able to see the moose. They
weren’t in sight. I had good cover and moved along
the ridge, carefully searching each ravine and clump
of bushes. T was beginning to think they had gone
when I heard an Army helicopter coming up the valley.

When the chopper was overhead, a large bull raised

Typical of the Alaskan terrain in which trophy animals of several species can be found is this wooded valley.
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Clem with first recorded Pope and Young Club Book Alaska Moose.
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