

Lamorbey Park Archers – HISTORY
In 1958 – Our original shooting range was the lawn of the Adult Education Centre, which is now the Rose Bruford College campus.
1984 – the club help its first Clout competition at the Alma Road girls school, Sidcup. This Clout shoot was meant to be a reenactment of one of the medieval battles when English Archers were essential in the defeat of the French.  In a Clout arrows are shot at high elevation to reach targets at long range.
1995 – 2002 – Matches were shot at home and away with Atkins and Grays Power clubs, and LPA members competed in the Darenth Valley League.
1998 – The Club celebrated its 40 years of archery with a special event.  
The Chairman lamented the loss of many documents in an arson attack. 
Two members were recognised for their achievements – Jane Brent became the first Kent archer to achieve Grand Master Bowman classification. (Two of Janes Kent County Records still stand in December 2025)  Peter Boyd also achieved a Grand Master Bowman classification, and was the Southern Counties champion four years in succession.  Peter made the GB Olympic Squad and competed in many countries.  (Peter’s Nine Kent County Records still stand in December 2025)
1999 – The annual Clout Competition relocated to Eltham College in Mottingham, until 2016 when the campus underwent alterations.
2000 – The Club membership totalled 26.
2000/2003 . E-mail competitions were arranged with Paringa Archery Club in Tasmania.  It was shooting at this club that Club Captain (now Club President) Carol Parkinson caught the “Archery Bug”.
2006 – The cost of a Bickerstaffe Deluxe Longbow was £245. (Today’s price is £540  December 2025 ) 
2008 – The Club celebrated its Golden Anniversary by arranging an open competition, the round was a Double Warwick, the second half shot in reverse order.
The Club range moved to the Glades Field (Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar School) due to continued development on the College campus. 
Classifications achieved by 18 members this year.
2012 – The membership grew to 100, mainly due to the interest in the London 2012 Olympics and the release of the film Brave.  Today the numbers are much more manageable in the high fifties, but we could accommodate more.  
Some of the club’s longbow archers started a run of successes competing with the Fraternity of St George, shooting “At the Marks”, a series of targets at long range on country estates, something like archery golf.
2017 – 2018 – The Grand Knights Challenge, a Medieval themed Fun-Shoot was held in lieu of the Clout.
2018 – In January this year LPA Junior Archers held 58 County Records.
2024 – Although LPA ceased to shoot within the College in 2008, we were still allowed to store our targets, including a substantial amount of gear for the Grand Knights Challenge shoot, within the campus.  Times change however, and with increased concerns over the security of the College, we were asked (along with other “outside” clubs) on 5th August 2024, to find alternative storage.  With a deadline of 21st September to complete the moved we faced the possibility of the club folding if our search failed, so we approached our landlords, Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar School looking for storage space.  Much to everybody’s relief and delight they agreed, and after a lot of hard work the move of our heavy wooden stands, and even heavier straw targets from the College was completed on time.  The Grand Knights Challenge target gear, including the life size “Mounted Knight”, was later moved from temporary remote storage.  
                  Please see the Resources section for pages of information on Jane Brent and Peter Boyd
               ********************************************************************************                                       
Below are the Minutes from the first AGM
Lamorbey Park Archers, Annual General Meeting 1959 
Mr R Rowland - Chairman
Mr E Brown - Club Captain
Mr A Howes - Press & Records Officer
Mrs N Johnson
Mr J Steggles
Mr J Crawford
Mrs C Rowland – Secretary    In Attendance Mr G Cooper - President
Apologies - An apology was received from Mr M James (Treasurer)

Minutes - The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 24 April 1981 were agreed and signed as a correct record.
Matters arising
Invicta Coaching Group - The chairman reported that the group needed accommodation on Sundays and we could not therefore help them.
Secretary's Report - Welling Round Table - It was reported that a phone call was received from the secretary of the Welling Round Table enquiring whether the Club could give an archery demonstration to their members and also let them "have a go".
The Committee agreed we could meet this request and the Club Captain offered to give a short talk on the history of archery if required. The Secretary would arrange a suitable Tuesday evening.
                                                                                                                                                               Continued
Sidcup Times - A reporter of the Sidcup Times had contacted the Secretary for details of how the recent weather had affected archer for an article he was writing covering the effects of the weather on local sport.
Membership Applications - There were no membership applications to report.

Correspondence - An appeal was received for street collectors for the Help the Aged flag day on 18th July.

Treasurers Report - In the absence of the Treasurer it was reported that cash in hand at the bank 
amounted to £338.44p
Expenditure

5 Sets of Arrows  …………………………… £9.00
1 Target Straw Boss ……………………… £4.00
5 Strings ……………………………………….. £1.05
1 Bow ………………………………………..…. £2.85
One dozen Pegs… ………………………… 0.24p
Wooden Spoon ……………………………. 0.10p


Reports

Club Captain - Mr Brown had nothing to report.

Press & Records Officer - Mr Howes reported that the Club came 4th in our division in the British Archer Frostbite League,
The result of our match against Atkins on the 10th May was a win for Atkins. LPA - 1914   Atkins - 2203
We had eventually shot the Western round against Eltham, New Zealand on the 25th May.
The result was L.P.A - 5243    Eltham (NZ) - 5505            (This was a postal competition!)
Coaching Organiser Mr Cooper had nothing to report

NEWSLETTER - The Chairman volunteered to edit the next newsletter.

Field & Twilight Shoots
Lady Paramount - Mrs E Vincer had agreed to act as Lady Paramount.
Guests - Mr & Mrs Nicolle regretted they would be unable to attend the twilight shoot as they would be in Iceland at the time.
Faces & Raffle Prizes - Mr Howes undertook to purchase faces and various archery items from the Archery Centre


Any Other Business  
Safety - It was reported that some members had been shooting on an evening recently while people were passing. It was agreed members be warned in this connection in the next newsletter.        Contd.

Date of next meeting - The next meeting of the Committee was arranged for Friday 3 July 1981 at 7.45 p.m.
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9.30 p.m.

******************************************************************************

The following piece was sent after an appeal was made for memories of Lamorbey Park Archers in the “Good Old Days” 

An Archer looks back
I started working for the GPO in 1960. One of my friends at work was Vic Harris who shot for the club (LPA) and encouraged me to join which would be about 1963. 
I remember shooting at Atkins, Fox Archers, and Leaves Green at Biggin Hill. There was a Frostbite Competition in the winter with local clubs. One year we went to Biggin Hill and it was so cold that we wore track suit bottoms under our club uniform colours. It was held in one of the hangars. Dick (the chairman) produced a flask of whisky which was passed around the team. I would say it didn't have a positive effect on our scores, especially towards the end!  This was before the days of not drinking and driving, in the 60's. 
We often had a Novelty shoot, using a picture of William Tell and son with an apple on his head, or cartoons drawn by a friend of the club, playing cards, cardboard dominoes or raffle tickets for targets and using a variety of ways for scoring. 
There was a Twilight shoot, with a 1.30pm set up arranging flood lights or car headlights. Then an afternoon shoot followed by tea and the final in the dusk/dark. 
I was on the committee and often helped with the setting up of events and in general for nearly all the time I was a member. 
I remember Ted Brown was captain, and his wife Kay helped with teas as did I and Connie Rowland (who was secretary). 
Dick Rowland was chairman, they had two daughters who belonged to the club. (Claire 18 and Diane 16). 
I remember Pam Law and Adrian who was a young chap and his sister.
George Cooper was the president and his wife was Julie Cooper. And we did shoot in the rain. 
                                                                                                                                            Continued
My memory says that Mick James (wheelchair member) was Treasurer and won a bronze medal in the Olympics at Stoke Mandeville, but Margaret (my wife) has been unable to confirm this. 
This seems to be all I can contribute, I hope it helps. If anything else springs to mind then I will get in touch with you. 
Kind regards
John  (No Surname) 

On the internet I found a Mike James who won a bronze medal in the Toronto Summer Paralympics in 1976.  Could this be the Mick James noted above? 
Lamorbey Park Archers in the Local Press
*****************************************************************
18 July 1998                            News Shopper
BOWS FLY TO MARK 40TH ANNIVERSARY.

ENGLISH archers have always held a special place in history.
From the glades of Sherwood Forest through the fields of Crecy and Agincourt our bowmen have inspired tales of derring-do, of victorious performances on foreign fields and defenders of the Crown.
The longbow, invented on these shores, became legendary as the most devastating weapon of the Middle Ages and today's exponents follow the long road of tradition set by their forebears.
This year, bowmen and women of Lamorbey Park Archers in Sidcup are celebrating the club's 40th anniversary. The highlight of the ruby celebrations will be a 40-40 competition on Sunday, when members will have a quiver full of 40 arrows to be fired at targets 40 yards away.
In April the club had a Crecy Clout, shooting at French knights, men-at-arms and weaponry and last month there was a "Twilight Shoot" followed by fish and chips.
There'll be a novelty shoot in October with two events in December rounding off the anniversary year.
Lamorbey has always been a busy club. So busy in fact they went into the red in their very first year. Income £15....expenditure £23 and two shillings. Mr Micawber would not have been a happy archer. A loan of £10 had to be organised, repayable over two years!
Archery was certainly not a cheap sport even in those days. Five sets of arrows would cost £9, five bowstrings £l.10p, a target would set you back £4 and a bow anything upwards of £3.
Even in the early days there were shoots on Monday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays and, of course, competitions. Not bad value for an annual subscription of 75p, of which 12 went to the Adult Education Centre who had the tenure of Lamorbey House and grounds in Burnt Oak Lane. "One of the sad aspects of our club is that we have little information about the early days," said David Hammond, who edits the club newsletter. "Several years ago our records hut was destroyed by arsonists. 
We do know the lady captain criticised the attendance at the first AGM when eight of the l9 members turned up.
"We also know the club badge was designed in October 1958, and that two years later a wooden spoon was purchased for the princely sum of two shillings and it is still used today and presented to the member most lacking in skill."
He continued: "We also have a newspaper article from July l7, 1969, about Lamorbey saying: '...to start in archery with a bow and arrows the cost would be in the region of £18...A good composite bow, made of wood and glass fibre, can cost between £15 and £50."
The club has produced many skilled archers over the years.
"The first Grand Master Bowman in Kent was Jane Brent and a few weeks later Peter Boyd achieved the same status," said Mr Hammond.
"He was Southern Counties champion four years in a row, made the Olympic squad and competed for England in the US, Israel, Belgium and Switzerland. Peter still holds l8 county records and Jane holds four."
The club is fortunate to have beautiful surroundings for its sport and wild life is in abundance. Foxes, squirrels, swans, ducks, herons, coots and moorhens live and breed around the archers.
 

The following are press cuttings from local papers, in the days before virtually everything went on-line
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THE prizewinning archers
pictured here with their
trophies are, from left:
Back row—Mr George
Cooner, Mr John Brady, Mr
| Keith Hayes and Mr Dick
| Rowland;  front row—Mr
Ron Heavens, Miss Diane
Rowland, Mrs Connie Row-
land, Mrs Joyce Heavens and
Adrian Rodford.

[‘ Archers who
were right
on targel

They may not look like
Robin Hood and his Merry
Men—but they can use a bhow
and arrow with equal skill.
Pictured here are members
of Lamorbey Park Archers.
with prizes presented to them
at  Lamorbey Park Adult
Education Centre on Satur-
ay.
Members and friends
gathered and held a cheese
and wine party—someone even
managed to bring enough
bread to 2o round!
The prizes—presented by
Mr Harry Ingram—are for
various competitions through-
out the year. i
Prizewinners: Spring Handi-
cap: Champijon archer. Mr R.
Rowland; Champion woman,
Mrs  C. Rowland: Summer
Bank Holiday Shoot. Married
Cuu-?les' Trophy. Mr and Mrs
R. Heavens; Champinnshins:
I Mr J. Braddv. Mrs J. Heavens,
A. Rodford; Joint Winners
of Wasdall ' Trophy, Mrs J.
Heevens and A,  Rodford,
Autumn Handicap Shoot: Mr
K. Hayes. M)ﬁ D. Rowland,
A. Rodford, Mr G. Cooper.

J. Heavens; Winter Field
gxot, ﬁ‘r R. Ro g

lan ‘juﬁg’
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ARCHERY was just one of the demonstra-
tions put on by Sidcup’s Lamorbey Park
Adult Education Centre for the open day on
July 8

Dick Rowland and Ted Brown from
Lamorbey Park Archers are scen here
g:m;u few tips 10 Heather Broadhurst and

ive Watling of Sideup Operatic Society,
who also took part in lﬁt open day

The centre offers more than 130 courses
and activities each year, attracting in excess
of 1,700 members of the public. A special
feature of Lamorbey is the wide provision of
university ..n.n,...uﬁm extra-mural courses

In September it is expected that 19
courses will be offered, including diploma
and certificate courses. In addition, there is
a wide J)IU\'NHII of WEA courses no less
than 17 next September

JULY 17, 1987
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Pete goes for gold "

o
DAL

BT o S

® COME rain or shine you'll always find the
Lamorbey Park Archers hitting the target every
Sunday mormning at Lamorbey Park Adult Educa-
tion Centre, Sidcup. And one of the group's
members could be going for gold at the pic
Games In Seoul Igls summer. Grand Master
Bowman Pete Boyd is in the Great anmm‘gl‘:
training squad and hoping to be sek e
Archers currently have around 30 members and a
walting list of people wanting to join. Vo742

Ken LApril 14, 1988
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Get a how
and join the
Merry men

THOUGH Sherwood Forest does not
lie within the boundaries of Sidcup,
every Saturday afternoon and Sunday
morning it seems as though Robin Hood
and his Merry Men (ladies, too) come
to life again . . . in the grounds of the
Lamorbey Park Adult Education Centre.

Because it is
there that the
members of the
Lamorbey Park
Archers hold their
meetings.

Few people out-
side the sport
know much about
archery, except
that when children
play ‘bows and
i~ they
ble to eye

injuries
ut, after a day
at Lamorbey Park,
I can tell you that
it 18| wvery
interesting, safe
and, for the
beginner, an
inexpensive sport.
Tostart inarchery with
a bow and set of arrows
could cost you some
where in the region of
£8 10s. But, of ¢
confidence  grows
you want to purch
better bow the price g
up somewhat
A good camposite bow
which is a combination
wood and glass fibre, can
cost between £15 - £50

And itz a powerful
weapon. t0o. Mr. Andrew
Smith. the dlub’s chair

es

man, told me that
members filled an old
suit of armour with

everything they could
wid an arrow shot {rom
60 yards, still went right
theway through

Anyone inter
taking o the
should cortact the club's
secretary, Miss Pamela
Law, at 41 Bexley Lane,
Sideup,

The club has its own
equipment for the use of
beginners, and they offer
three coaching sessions
of two hours each

by David
Buckley

A KEEN
is needed 01‘
this sport .
and that
ust what
John Tims

’ﬁz

LOIS waAs-
DALL seems
to be wonder-
ing how she's
g}:ung to get

arrow
into the bull,

A MEMBER of the °n'i'zb w

n few mon l oty dnlo Av!ml:.r
Thate his excuse

E:ﬂc-':'& he target, he told David

Buckley.





